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Red ot Townley has
written ten books of poetry,
fiction, nonfiction, and
htevavy criticism. He taught
in Chile on a Fulbvigkt
fellowship, worked. in New
York as a magazine editov,
and now writes from his home in Kansas. He has two
childven, Jesse and Grace, and is married to poet
Wyatt TownLey.

Rodevick Townley’s fiest book about Sylvi,e, The Great
Good Thing, was praised. in The New Yovk Times
Book Review as “imaginative” and. ‘intriguing” and.
was a top ten childven’s Book Sense ptck The Great
Good Thing is his fivst book fov childven.

j[iwelve—yeav-old, Princess Sy[vie lives in @ stovybook
that hasn't been vead in years. She’s tived of the
same old tale and longs for adventure beyond the
boundaries of the book. So when a young givl named
Claive begins veading The Great Good Thing, Sylvie
makes her move. Fivst, she disobeys the number one
vule of stor:y]oook chavacters: Never Look at the
Reader. Soon after that, she leaves the confines of the
page to explove Claire’s dveams. But when the book
is destroyed by five, Sylvie, hev family, and all the
chavacters in the kingdom must take up pevmanent
vesidence in Claive’s subconscious. Theve, adventure
is assured; but it’s what Sylvie accomplishes on the
outside that brings the gveatest good, fov hevself and
countless othevs. Publishers Weekly called Townley’s
novel “clever and deftly written ... . as much o
vomantic paean to veading and writing as itis a
good story.” Indeed, Townley’s fantastic journey
vendevs the imagination veal.




